Welcome
Dear Parents and Pupils,
The aim of this Pathways Booklet is to help guide you and your child
through the next key stage at Lydiard Park Academy and to help your
child choose their GCSE subjects. We have an excellent Pastoral Team who will
support you and your child through the process to help them decide on their
future GCSE subjects, in conjunction with our careers team, led by Mr Godley.

Year 9 GCSE and
Vocational Pathways
Booklet 2023 to 2025

The timescale for the Pathways (formally known as options) process is
relatively short, it encourages pupils to start to think about their post-16
pathway. Outlined in this booklet are the main steps for choosing pathways,
submitting forms through to being given your final subjects in June.
We hope and encourage parents to be supportive in this process and help
their child in this exciting phase of their education, the one point where a pupil
can start to decide their own future, turning their potential into performance.
We will be holding a Pathways information evening on the 11th January 2023,
this will provide further information. We also encourage pupils to talk to their
current teachers about suitable subjects for next year.
I wish you all the best for your futures,
Mr Gary Pearson,
Principal

Spend lots of time fully deciding options as changing them makes it difficult for you to achieve your goals— Kieran B, Year 10

Hola, Bonjour

Pathways

Making the right choice

Year 9 Pathway Choices

Making the right choice of subjects for Key Stage 4 is vitally important and you are
encouraged to take time to assess the breadth of your subject choices. For all pupils we will
be offering two academic pathways; an MFL pathway and an non- MFL pathway.

We begin the process in January each year with the Year 9 Parents Evening and this will give
you a chance to speak to the teachers of the subjects you are interested in and may want to
study at KS4.

Key Dates
Year 9 Parents Evening—11th January
2023.

We collect pupils choices online via MS Forms. We have found this to be a reliable method
and pupils can change their subject choices up until the final deadline, which is Friday 10th
February 2022.

The importance of a Modern Foreign Language
(MFL)
The benefits of being able to speak and understand a foreign language go far beyond what is learnt in the
classroom. Your communication, interpersonal, intercultural and public speaking skills, otherwise known as
‘soft skills’ - are developed and many of these are sought after by apprenticeships, businesses and higher
education establishments. This is why we fully recommend pupils to place themselves in the best position to
secure their future career aspirations by ensuring they pick either Spanish or French GCSE.
Languages are great for a wide variety of careers especially those involving translation or communication with
people from non-English speaking countries. This can include tourism, government, politics, media, publishing
and journalism. Plus, you can also work in education, fashion and law.
Studying a language can be extremely rewarding and exciting. They provide insights into other cultures and
open doors to travel and broaden pupil horizons for their own futures, helping them flourish in new
environments.
Employers value languages, as they are increasingly important to make sure we can compete in the global
market and are becoming a staple requirement for many graduate employers.

The English Baccalaureate
The EBACC (for short) is a suite of qualifications that include English, Maths, Science, or Computer
Science, History or Geography and, more importantly, an MFL. It is not a qualification in its own
right, more a mark of quality and a recognition of a breadth of study at GCSE, highly recommended
for any pupil wanting to go to a Russell Group university.

Final decisions published— 9th June 2022

We then collate the choices and will provide a form for pupils to confirm the choices we
have are correct. The process of timetabling the pathways begins and takes at least 3
months to finalise. I will let Year 9 know their final GCSE classes in June 2023.
During this phase, we do allow changes but towards May, when we are finalising class lists,
this may not always be possible.

Why did I pick
French?
I wanted to travel and climb
mountains and the best place was
the French and Italian Alps. Having a
good level of French enabled me to
communicate effectively with local
mountaineers, buy food, book hotels
and campsites, and to even organise
post expedition parties. My best part
was being mistaken for a native
speaker, which only happened once,
but I was very proud of that moment.
Mr Carter

Mr Mark Carter
Data, Assessment and Timetable Coordinator

Support
Miss Cannon and Mrs McComb will be supporting you all the way through your Pathways process
to help you decide on your future qualifications.
Mr Godley and your form tutors will be helping you in PSHE and with careers advice, weekly jobs
information and future careers around your option subject choices.
Miss Hesten, the Vice-Principal is available to discuss subject choices and can support you on the
decisions made as to which pathway you have been selected to follow.
Mr Carter, will support the actual pathways process, timetabling and resolving choice clashes.
Your tutor will also support you in helping to guide you through the process.

The ASC and SEN department are there to provide more detailed support for our learners with
additional needs and can offer suggestions for which are the best subjects for year 10.

Consider what you want to do in later life and tailor your options towards that. Josh W, Year 10

Deadline for completing the Options
form— 10th February 2022

To choose a subject that is linked
to something you want to do in
the future and choose a subject
that you enjoy as you are more
likely to work hard. Hussein , Year
11

KS4 Curriculum

Subject Restrictions
What are the restrictions?

What will I be doing?
We have a core curriculum and your option subjects—the table below shows a typical timetable for a Year 10 pupil.

Certain GCSE and Non-GCSE subjects have content that significantly overlap, and are
examined in the same way. We call these discounted qualifications or subjects. You cannot
study two discounted qualifications if they are in the same group.

Year 10
What subjects are discounted at LPA?

Core Curriculum (all pupils)

At present the only GCSE qualifications which are discounted are the following creative subjects. It
is not possible to study any more than one of these subjects: ART, GRAPHICS or TEXTILES.

English is taught in 5hrs per week
Maths is taught in 4 hrs
Combined Science is taught in 5hrs
History or Geography has 3hrs
Core PE has 2hrs
Total: 19hours per week

Nor is it possible to study GCSE PE and the NON-GCSE PE BTEC qualification due to their
overlapping qualification content. PE make a final decision on which pupils are suitable for either
the GCSE or NON-GCSE qualification, therefore please speak to the PE department to let them
know you are considering a PE qualification so they can guide and advise you on which is the best

Pathway blocks (including MFL)

Can I study Photography and Art?

X Block has 2hrs
Y block has 2hrs
Z block has 2hrs
Total: 6 hours.

Pathway blocks

Year 11

Pupils will select their subjects and these are placed into pathway blocks
which are timetabled for next year. Pathway blocks allow us to organise
the pupil choices to ensure as many pupils as possible can get their top
choices.

Core Curriculum (all pupils)
English is taught in 4hrs
Maths is taught in 3 hrs
Combined Science is taught in 4hrs
History or Geography has 2hrs
Core PE has 2hrs
1hr extra Maths or MFL Intervention
Total: 16hours per week
Pathway blocks (including MFL)
X Block has 3hrs
Y block has 3hrs
Z block has 3hrs
Total: 9 hours.

Some subjects may only run one class due to pupil numbers and we can
get situations where classes with only one group appear in the same
option block. This may mean a clash in the choices, which is why we ask
for reserves on the pathway form.

Consider how much work you need to put in for all 3 subjects, Imogen, L,
Year 10
To always think about what you will enjoy and don’t pick one just to be
with your friends, Cerys M, Year 11

Yes, in fact you can study Photography with Textiles, Art or Graphics. There is sufficient difference
in these qualifications, which means they can be learnt and examined at the same time.
We suggest picking more than one creative subject is very demanding in terms of coursework and
we urge pupils to discuss with Art and Design to make sure they know exactly what is expected in
terms of quality and type of the coursework.

Are there any other restrictions?
Yes, but this depends on your choices, we currently only offer either History or Geography as we
are not in a position to offer both. Double or Triple Science depends on your setting in Year 9.
Pupils making significant progress in Languages will be placed on the MFL pathway to ensure they
are prepared for their further educational opportunities. Playing a musical instrument / singing or
being graded significantly helps Music GCSE.
For the majority of pupils, they will have a relatively free choice of the pathway subjects.

Look in this section of a
subject page to see if there
are any subject restrictions for
your choices.

The Core Curriculum

Academic Pathways

The Core Curriculum

Why do we have academic pathways?

Our core curriculum at Key Stage 4 provides the foundation GCSE subjects, which include
GCSE English Language and Literature, GCSE Mathematics, a Humanities subject (either
Geography or History) and at least GCSE Combined Science. We also offer 2hrs of core
Physical Education.

Both pupils and parents have requested a simpler pathway process to make it clear what
subjects can and can’t be taken. We have decided to use the pathways model for choosing
subjects to support our learners and to ensure they have the best possible outcomes for
their future careers .

Double or Triple Science

What are the two pathways?

In year 9, we begin the GCSE Combined Science course early and those currently in the top sets for
science will have to study the Triple Science Course that awards three separate GCSEs in Biology,
Chemistry and Physics.
For other year 9 pupils, they will continue to study the Combined Science Course which gives a
double GCSE grade for the combination of Biology, Chemistry and Physics topics.

Geography or History
Pupils will be asked to make a straight choice between either Geography or History for one of their
option choices. Studying a Humanities subject provides excellent literacy, analytical and evaluative
skills, which are used in other subjects to support understanding and development of skills.

The first Pathway is a MFL pathway where pupils will make a choice between either Spanish or
French as one of their pathway subjects and they will have two other free choices from the range
of optional subjects.

PSHE
KS4 is a challenging and demanding
time for all pupils and there is a key
focus on exams, sixth form college
and the future. The PSHE programme
is developed to support year 10 and
11 through the next steps as they
make their way through to post-16
employment, education or study.

The second pathway is an Non-MFL pathway where pupils have three subjects choices, but they
can also chose to study Spanish or French if they wish.

How do I know what pathway I am on?
During the pathway process, you will be emailed a link to an MS Form which will be the link to your
specific pathway. The choice of who is in which pathway is made centrally based on academic
performance, suitability and estimated future performances.
The MS Form will make it very clear whether you are either on the MFL Pathway of Non- MFL
Pathway. In any event, please use the link provided to complete your Pathways form.

Future Progression
Core PE
Physical Education not only benefits the body but also the mind. We provide 2hrs of non-examined
PE each week for KS4 pupils to develop their physical and mental well-being. Core PE develops
team-building, communication and problem solving skills whilst ensuring our pupils are resilient ,
competitive and demonstrate humility. All of these are key soft-skills we aim to develop through
Core PE.
Pupils take part in a range of sports with a view of lifelong participation in physical activity.

Securing a standard pass (Band 4) or a
strong pass (Band 5) in the core
subjects means you have
demonstrated the expected or above
expected level for secondary school
education and you will not have to retake your English or Maths exams post16.

What if I would like to study three different options?
We feel very strongly that studying an MFL is one of the most critical GCSE subjects a pupil can
take. Parents and pupils have provided positive feedback on studying an MFL and the long-term
prospects of pupils with a GCSE MFL qualification outweigh those without it. Therefore, any pupil
selected onto the MFL Pathway who does not wish to study an MFL will have a meeting with one
of our senior staff to explain their reasons for not studying French or Spanish.

This is important because you will want
to focus on the next steps rather than
repeating your GCSE in Maths and
English.

Choose based on what you enjoy but also what you think is useful, Tianne B, Year 11

Academic Pathways

MFL Pathway
(Choice 1)
GCSE French or Spanish

Core Curriculum

Core Choice

GCSE Mathematics
GCSE English Literature
GCSE English Language
Core PE

GCSE Combined Science or
GCSE Biology, Chemistry and
Physics

+

Choice 2 and 3
Pick two subjects from within the Pathways Booklet.

Art, Graphics, Photography, Textiles, Food Prep, Media
Studies, Business, CN IT, CN Creative iMedia, Sociology, RS,
PE (GCSE or Non-GCSE), Travel &Tourism, Computer Science, Drama or Music

GCSE History or Geography

Non- MFL Pathway (Choices 1, 2 and 3)
Pick three subjects from within the Pathways Booklet, you may also pick an MFL if you
have not been pre-selected for the MFL Pathway.
Art, Graphics, Photography, Textiles, Food Prep, Media Studies, Business, CN IT, CN
Creative iMedia, Sociology, RS, PE (GCSE or Non-GCSE), Travel & Tourism, Computer
Science, Drama, Music, French or Spanish.

Look into what the subject is about fully before you decide. Don’t rush into making the decision. Melody K, Year 11.

Building Your Future Together
Your Future:
Our focus continues beyond GCSE’s and Year 11. We deliver a bespoke A level and Level 3 qualification
programme to enable all learners to progress from KS4 through their post-16 education and beyond to
further education, employment or apprenticeship.

Building Your
Future Together

If you have:

You can start:

6+ GCSEs at bands 9 - 7
(including Level 2 Distinction* and English & Maths
at or above band 7)

3 A levels (or equivalent) and an
optional academic enrichment
qualification such as an EPQ

Level 3

Oxbridge / Russell Group
Universities / Degree Apprenticeship

5+ GCSEs at bands 9 - 6
3 A levels (or equivalent) and an
(including Level 2
Dis- optional academic enrichment
tinction and English &
qualification such as an EPQ
Maths at or above band 5)

Level 3

University / Higher
Apprenticeship /
Employment

5 GCSEs at bands 9 - 5
3 A levels (or vocational
(including Level 2 Merit) in equivalent) and a level 2 course
at least 3 different subjects in GCSE English or Maths if applicable. You should consider at
least one course from the list below*

Course level:

This can lead to:

Level 2 & Level 3 Apprenticeship /
Employment

GCSE English & Maths
Please note a band 5 is considered as a strong pass to enable students to access the majority of Level 3 courses.
Students who achieve five GCSEs at bands 9-5 will have a more limited course offer.
Students who do not achieve a band 4 will be required to resit the appropriate Level 2 course (s).
*Course List
Art: Fine, Art: Textiles and Art: Photography, BTEC Diploma in Sport, CTEC Business, CTEC Digital Media,
CTEC IT, Media Studies & Sociology.

Further Information
For further information on the courses, please contact a member of the Sixth Form
Leadership Team:
Assistant Principal / Head of Sixth Form: Mr Owen Russell
email: RussellO@lydiardparkacademy.org.uk
Head of Year 12: Mrs. A. Rossouw
email: rossouwa@lydiardparkacademy.org.uk

www.twitter.com/LP_Academy

“The provision for students in the sixth form is good. Students follow appropriate
programmes of study, which meet requirements and are well tailored to students abilities and
aspirations.” Ofsted 2018

www.facebook.com/lpacademy

6th Form Careers
Guidance

A level and Level 3 Courses Offered at TPAT
Art - Fine Art
This course offers an excellent general Art education which
prepares students well for the full range of Art and Design
related courses at Higher Education.

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
Students may chose to take the Extended Project Qualification
(EPQ) as an extension to their A level, BTEC or CTEC studies.

Art - Textiles
This course will be suitable for students who are interested in
the Textiles and Fashion Design industries and its influences
on society.

Geography
A level Geography is a bridge between Science and the Arts subjects, therefore will give you a desirable qualification which is
looked on favourably by both Higher Education providers and
employers.

Art - Photography
This is a practical and theoretical course in which students will History
History is a widely respected academic subject that develops
explore a range of photographic media, techniques and
analytical writing, independent enquiry and debating skills.
processes.
Biology
This life science is always a popular choice at A level as it
provides access to a broad range of science courses as well as
combining well with a large range of other sixth form courses.

IT Cambridge Technical
This IT course will continue to develop your technical and IT employability skills and follows the Emerging Digital Technology
Practitioner pathway.

BTEC Diploma in Sport
The course is designed to give learners an overview of the
principals of sports development, the key agencies involved.

Mathematics
Rockets, smartphones and stock markets; many of humanity’s
most thrilling creations are powered by Mathematics.

BTEC Applied Science
This course is specifically designed for students that are
interested in learning about the science sector.

Mathematics - Further
This course is designed to appeal to those who are very able at
Maths and those who are considering a Mathematics degree.

Business
This A level will inspire you to pursue a career in Business.

Media
This course explores how media is created and develops a critical
perspective of how media is used.

Business Cambridge Technical
Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Business builds upon the
Business knowledge students developed at KS4.
Chemistry
Chemistry is the study of materials in the world around us,
what they consist of and how they interact and behave.
Computer Science
A level Computer Science will provide students with the
ability to apply the fundamental principles and concepts of
computer science.

Offering access to many
resources in order to help
you consider your future
decisions are a key priority
within our TPAT Sixth
Form.
Focus on:
Work experience
Work based placements

University visits

“There has never been a
greater opportunity for our
young people to have access
to up to date information to
help them make informed
decisions.“ Mr Russell.

Physical Education
This is an interesting, academic and multi-disciplined course including Psychology, Sociology, Physiology and Anatomy.

Student Profile

Physics
Physics is often referred to as the fundamental science as it involves learning about processes that underpin the world around us
and ultimately controls how we live our lives.

Embrace opportunities that are
presented to you.

Politics
Politics is a current, lively and thought-provoking course which
gives students the opportunity to explore the big issues in our
world.

Digital Media Cambridge Technical
Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Digital Media helps students
develop the knowledge and practical skills required in the digi- Psychology
Psychology can simply be described as ‘the scientific study of
tal media industry.
mind and behaviour’.
Economics
A level Economics is the study of the economy, at both local, Religion, Philosophy & Ethics
Fascinating and enlightening, A level Religious Studies will help
national and international level.
you develop a knowledge understanding of the world of religions.
English Language & Literature
This combined course will appeal to students who would like Sociology
By choosing this option you will be involved in a subject that inthe opportunity to study non-fiction and spoken English as
vites you to explore different views on society, including your
well as literature of all types.
own.
English Literature
This is a popular A level subject, complimenting a wide range Mathematics (Levels 2) & English (Level 2)
of other subjects when applying to university courses.

How can we help?

A successful student should have
an awareness to….

The Park Academies Trust Sixth Form is committed to providing a high-quality,
planned programme of careers education and Post 18 guidance for all students.
Our core aim is to prepare students for the opportunities, progression and
experiences of life after school.
Key themes running through the programme are:
•
Self-awareness - helping young people assess their own interests, skills,
strengths and weaknesses, recording their experiences and developing
their capabilities
•
Career and university research - using resources, accessing specialist
knowledge, investigation and weighing up the opportunities for career
choices and university pathways
•
Career and university decisions - helping young people make realistic but
ambitious career and university decisions based on 1:1 guidance .

Sixth Form Guidance
We strive to help you make realistic and informed decisions about your future.
We will encourage you to take responsibility for your own decisions.
Our support includes:
•
Dedicated staff to support progression into careers and university
•
Access to web-based careers software including Careerpilot and Adviza
•
Post 18 advice and guidance from a Level 6 qualified Careers Adviser
•
Advice which is confidential, impartial and promotes equal opportunities
•
Post 18 UCAS and job applications support

Be open minded to explore
different opportunities.
Explore all the options presented
and make your own mind up as to
whether they are suitable for you.
Actively seek support and
guidance from your network,
such as parents, teachers, friends
and your Careers Advisor.

The Future - What Next?
Well, that’s up to you.
Tell us what you are interested in, what you
would like to do, where you would like to go?
We will help you get there.

‘Potential into Performance’
Building Your Future Together

Mark Godley
Level 6 Diploma in Careers Guidance &
Development

CEIAG Lead and
Teacher of Business &
GodleyM@
lydiardparkacademy.org.uk

GCSE Mathematics
Course Overview
GCSE Mathematics is assessed over two years with three equally weighted exam papers sat
at the end of year 11. This will assess the entire course content.
Paper 1 is a non-calculator paper
Papers 2 and 3 allow the use of a scientific calculator.
Pupils are given the best possible chance by having a tailored course, aimed at whether they
will be sitting the higher (9-5) or foundation (5-1) tier. Any topic could appear on any of the
three papers. The course is split up in to 6 main topics, namely: Number; Algebra; Ratio,
Proportion and Rates of Change; Geometry and Measures, Probability and Statistics.

Core Curriculum
Subjects

Content Covered
The exact content depends on higher or foundation tier
Year 10:
Autumn: Angles, Probability, Algebraic methods
Spring: Proportion, Vectors, Compound Measures and Growth
Summer: Sequences, Numerical Methods, Graphs, Functions, Geometry, Averages

Exam Board
Edexcel Mathematics GCSE (9-1)
1MA1 Specification
(Higher and Foundation Tier)

Year 11:
Autumn: Indices and Bounds, Constructions, Statistics and graphs, Rearrangement and Pre-Calculus
Spring: Transformations (geometrical and graphical)
After the content has been delivered, we use the lesson time to concentrate on revision and exam
practice.

Recommend support material and reading
Hegarty Maths
CGP Revision Guides (Foundation and Higher)
CGP Workbooks (Foundation and Higher)
These are available via parent pay

Future Progression
A Levels in:
Mathematics, Further Mathematics
Psychology, Geography, Sciences,
Economics and Business
Mathematics is also required for
Engineering based study post 18
Careers in finance and banking also
require good grades in maths. The
vast majority of jobs will have a high
amount of numeracy.

GCSE Combined Science

GCSE English

Course Overview

Course Overview

Combined Science is a double award GCSE, which means that pupils gain two GCSEs. The
course starts in Year 9 with 3 lessons per week. Year 10 pupils have 5 lessons per week and
in year 11 they receive 4 lessons per week.

Structure of the course:
English Language (100% exam)
Component 1. 20th Century Fiction Reading Paper and Creative Prose Writing (40%)
Component 2. 19th and 21st Century Non-Fiction Reading Paper and Transactional/Persuasive Writing
(60%)
Component 3. Spoken Language – one presentation/speech, including responses to questions.
Unweighted

Pupils will either be assessed at Higher Tier where they will receive a grade between 4-4 and
9-9, or a Foundation Tier where they will receive a grade between 1-1 and 5-5. The tier of
entry for the exam will be discussed at parent consultation evenings.
This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of
the course. There are written six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each
of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas. Each paper
has an equal weighting of 70 marks (16.7%) and is 1 hour 15 minutes.

English Literature (100% exam)
Component 1. Shakespeare text: Romeo and Juliet, and poetry from the Eduqas Anthology (poems from
1789 to present day) (40%)
Component 2. Post-1914 Drama - An Inspector Calls, 19th century Prose – A Christmas Carol and
Unseen Poetry from the 20th/21st century (60%)

Practical work still carries a great deal of importance. There are 21 areas of ‘Required
Practical’ that the pupils will need to undertake. Knowledge and understanding of these will
be assessed in the written exams.

Content Covered
English Language: Reading: pupils read both fiction and non-fiction extracts from the 19th, 20th
and 21st century. They study and answer questions on how writers influence and create effects on
their readers.
English Language: Writing: to write creatively for a range of purposes, audiences and formats.
Content covered: narrative writing, reviews, letters both formal and informal, articles, reports,
speeches, and leaflets.

Revision texts for Literature
•York notes study guides for ‘An Inspector Calls’: ISBN 978 1 4479 8216 6
•York notes study guides for ‘A Christmas Carol’: ISBN 978 1 4479 8212 8
•WJEC Eduqas Poetry Anthology Poetry guide: ISBN 978 1 78294 363 1
Revision texts for English Language:
•CGP ‘Spelling, Punctuation & Grammar Study Guide’: ISBN 978-1847628916
•CGP ‘Spelling, Punctuation & Grammar Workbook’: ISBN 978 1 78294219 1
•‘WJEC Eduqas GCSE English Language Practice Papers workbook’: 978-1382014328
Revision websites:
BBC Bitesize (Eduqas English Language): https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zpxh82p
BBC Bitesize (Eduqas English Literature): https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zw9mycw

https://app.senecalearning.com/courses

AQA GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy

Eduqas (Language and Literature)

English Literature: Component 1: Romeo & Juliet by William Shakespeare, and Anthology Poetry
(poems from 1789 to present day)
English Literature: Component 2: An Inspector Calls by J.B. Priestley, and Christmas Carol by
Charles Dickens

Recommend support material and reading

Exam Board

Exam Board

Content Covered

Course Code: 8464

The course covers the three major sciences: Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
Biology: Cell Biology, Organisation, Infection and Response, Bioenergetics, Homeostasis and
response, Inheritance Variation and evolution , and Ecology.

Specification can be found at:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
science/gcse/combined-sciencetrilogy-8464/specification-at-a-glance

Chemistry: Atomic Structure and Periodic Table, Bonding, Structure and the properties of matter,
Quantitative chemistry, Chemical changes, Energy changes, The rate and extent of chemical
change, Organic chemistry, Chemical analysis, chemistry of the atmosphere and using resources.

Future Progression

Physics: Energy, Electricity, Particle model of matter, Atomic structure, Forces, Waves, and
Magnetism and electromagnetism.

A level Literature
A level English Language
& Literature

Recommend support material and reading
The Science Department recommend the CGP suite of Revision books and work books. These can
be purchased through ParentPay.
Further revision sources are available such as BBC Bitesize:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8r997h

Future Progression
Any A Level Science (Biology,
Chemistry and Physics) can be taken
if the GCSE is at the required grade.

GCSE Combined Science is also a
requirement for many college courses
and apprenticeships..

GCSE Geography

GCSE History

Course Overview

Course Overview

Students will travel the world from their classroom, exploring case studies in the United
Kingdom (UK), higher income countries (HICs), newly emerging economies (NEEs) and lower
income countries (LICs). Topics of study include climate change, hazards, global ecosystems,
poverty, deprivation, global shifts in economic power and the challenge of sustainable
resource use. Students are also encouraged to understand their role in society, by
considering different viewpoints, values and attitudes.

You will discover how Hitler came to power by exploring how Germany was affected by
WWI and then go on to analyse what life was like in Germany under Nazi rule. Another part
of the course will look at the development of the Cold War and evaluate the tensions and
key turning point moments of the 20th century, such as the Cuban Missile Crisis and the
Berlin Wall. You will also study the theme of Medicine Through Time, which involves a
fascinating exploration of how different factors such as technology, war, individuals and
religion have changed medicine and health through the ages. The British History element of
the course is the study of Early Elizabethan England, during this topic you will discover what
life was like in the Tudor period and develop contextual knowledge of Elizabethan
education, sport, theatre and exploration.

Pupils will take 3 exams at the end of the course:
Paper 1 – Living with the Physical Environment (Physical Geography) (1 hour 30 mins)
A:The Challenge of Natural Hazards
B:The Living World
C:UK Landscapes—Rivers and Coasts
Paper 2 – Challenges in the Human Environment (Human Geography) (1 hour 30 mins)
A:The Challenge of Natural Hazards
B:The Living World
C:UK Landscapes—Rivers and Coasts

Content Covered
What is covered in year 10?
Term 1 / 2—Landscapes in the UK – Rivers & Coasts (Paper 1, Section C)
UK Geography, river / coastal processes, landforms and landscapes created by erosion &
deposition, river / coastal management plus fieldwork based on a visit to the River Cole.
Term 3 – Resource Management (Paper 2, Section C)
Demand & provision of resources in the UK and ONE from food, water or energy
Term 4 and 5 – Urban Issues and Challenges (Paper 2, Section A)
World population growth, rural to urban migration, a case study of a major city in an LIC (low
income country) or NEE (newly emerging economy), urban planning, a case study of a major UK
city, urban regeneration, sustainable urban living

Recommend support material and reading
The following is essential to support revision
GCSE AQA Geography for the 9-1 course by CGP – Revision Guide (ISBN 9781 782946106)
You may also wish to purchase:
Exam Practice Workbook (ISBN 9781 782946113) and AQA Geography Revision Cards (ISBN
9781789082784)

During this course you will learn about key developments over time and be able to explain
reasons for changes. You will look at sources and be able to discuss reliability, usefulness,
make inferences and judgements about evidence. To be successful in this course you need
to be self-motivated and dedicated to your studies, also willing to put in additional research
and work outside of lessons to further develop your subject knowledge. Be analytical,
critical thinking is key!

Exam Board

Exam Board

AQA GCSE GEOGRAPHY (8035)

Content Covered

For a course overview, practice exam
papers and dates see:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
geography/gcse/geography-8035

The course is divided into four topics which cover a range of time periods and countries as well as
enabling you to develop all the key historical skills. The topics are:

Future Progression
Pupils may go on to study Geography A
level offered at LPA and follow this up
at degree level via a science BSc or arts
BA route. A geography qualification
can act as a foundation for careers in
Engineering, Law, Data analysts,
Sustainability Consultants, Project
Managers, Town Planners and
Teachers. For further information go to
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careersadvice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/
geography

Edexcel
100% examination

•Medicine in Britain, 1250– present and The British sector of the Western Front, 1914-18:
injuries, treatments and the trenches . (Paper 1)
•Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88 . (Paper 2)
•Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-91 (Paper 2)
•Weimar and Nazi Germany,. 1918-39 (Paper 3)
There will be three exams all in the summer term of year 11. The exam papers are divided as follows:

Paper 1 (30%)

Paper 2 (40%)

Paper 3 (30%)

Recommend support material and reading
• CGP GCSE Edexcel Revision Guide — available on ParentPay or direct from Amazon website
• GCSE History—Edexcel—BBC Bitesize website
• Edexcel GCSE (9-1) History - Hodder Education textbooks
• BBC History Magazine

Future Progression
Further study at A-level or University
in History, Politics, International
Relations. History is a subject looked
on favourably by both further
education and employers alike due to
the range of skills and independence
required to study it.
See Historical Association website for
additional information on ‘Careers in
History’ - https://www.history.org.uk/

GCSE Spanish
On this GCSE Spanish course, you’ll learn how to and understand and communicate in
the Spanish language confidently, covering a range of important topics, from your
expression of identity and personal relationships to the importance of location, culture,
and social issues. Guided every step of the way, you’ll develop the ability to write in
grammatically correct Spanish, to listen and understand Spanish speech, and to
creatively express your thoughts, ideas, and opinions in conversation. Furthermore,
learning a foreign language can help you to build your communication, interpersonal,
intercultural, and public speaking skills. We aim to broaden students’ horizons and
encourage them to step beyond familiar cultural boundaries and develop new ways of
seeing the world.

Choices for the

MFL Pathway
pick two subjects (other than
French and Spanish) .

The Spanish GCSE is assessed via four skills as follows:
•Writing
•Speaking
•Listening
•Reading
Each skill is worth 25% to the total Band.

Content Covered
Throughout the course students will study the three main themes on which the assessments are
based:

Theme 1: Identity and culture- Me, my family and friends, Technology in everyday life, Free-time
activities, Customs and festivals.
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest- Home, town, neighbourhood
and region, Social & global issues, Travel and tourism.
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment –My studies / Life at school, Education post16, Jobs, career choices and ambitions.
Pupils will be expected to develop and use their knowledge and understanding of grammar
progressively throughout their course.

Non-MFL pathway
pick three subjects.

Recommend support material and reading
A variety of comprehensive guides tailored to specific needs of the pupil are offered at the
beginning of the course, which pupils are encouraged to purchase.
For students to develop responsibility for their own learning they will have access to:
•A breakdown of the topical vocabulary and key grammar points for each new topic started.
• List of websites designed to aid language learning such as Pearson Activelearn, Quizlet, and
Bitesize.
In addition to completing weekly homework tasks, pupils will be expected to learn all new
vocabulary, new grammar points, and to carry out independent study using MFL websites.

Exam Board
AQA
You will be challenged in a fun way
but the results are fantastic. GCSE
Spanish is your ticket to the world.
I’m SO glad I decided to carry on
with Spanish, I can see already what
a help it will be to me in my future
life and I’m excited about that!

Future Progression
Speaking a foreign language is a mark
of distinction highly valued by
colleges, universities, and employers
alike. Languages are great for a wide
variety of careers especially those
involving translation or
communication with people from non
-English speaking countries. This can
include careers in tourism,
government, politics, media,
publishing, journalism, fashion, and
education.

GCSE French

Cannot also pick Textiles or

GCSE Fine Art

Course Overview
On this GCSE French course, you’ll learn how to and understand and communicate in the
French language confidently, covering a range of important topics, from your expression
of identity and personal relationships to the importance of location, culture, and social
issues. Guided every step of the way, you’ll develop the ability to write in grammatically
correct French, to listen and understand French speech, and to creatively express your
thoughts, ideas, and opinions in conversation. Furthermore, learning a foreign language
can help you to build your communication, interpersonal, intercultural, and public
speaking skills. We aim to broaden students’ horizons and encourage them to step beyond
familiar cultural boundaries and develop new ways of seeing the world.

Course Overview
Structure of the course:
60% Unit 1-Portfolio of work= Two Coursework projects
40% Unit 2 –Externally set task. Pupils select one question set by the exam board.

The French GCSE is assessed via four skills as follows:
•Writing
•Speaking
•Listening
•Reading
Each skill is worth 25% to the total Band.

Pupils have 10 weeks preparation work and 10 hours to complete their final piece
During year 10 pupils will complete project one which will focus on skill building and
the development of ideas , techniques and processes. In term 5 they will begin the
preparation for project 2.
Pupils will:

Content Covered

Exam Board

Throughout the course students will study the three main themes on which the assessments are
based:
Theme 1: Identity and culture- Me, my family and friends, Technology in everyday life, Free-time
activities, Customs and festivals.
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest- Home, town, neighbourhood
and region, Social & global issues, Travel and tourism.
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment –My studies / Life at school, Education post16, Jobs, career choices and ambitions.

GCSE French is with the AQA exam

Pupils will be expected to develop and use their knowledge and understanding of grammar
progressively throughout their course.

Recommend support material and reading
A variety of comprehensive guides tailored to specific needs of the pupil are offered at the
beginning of the course, which pupils are encouraged to purchase.
For students to develop responsibility for their own learning they will have access to:
•A breakdown of the topical vocabulary and key grammar points for each new topic started.
• List of websites designed to aid language learning such as Pearson Activelearn, Quizlet, and
Bitesize.
In addition to completing weekly homework tasks, pupils will be expected to learn all new
vocabulary, new grammar points, and to carry out independent study using MFL websites.

Graphics

You get such a different response
from local people when you go to
France and when you try to speak to
them in French. They become much
friendlier.

Future Progression
Speaking a foreign language is a mark
of distinction highly valued by
colleges, universities, and employers
alike. Languages are great for a wide
variety of careers especially those
involving translation or
communication with people from non
-English speaking countries. This can
include careers in tourism,
government, politics, media,
publishing, journalism, fashion, and
education.

Exam Board

•Use a wide variety of media and techniques such as drawing, photography, painting,

AQA GCSE Fine Art

collage, mixed media and ceramics.
•Develop and refine ideas
•Experiment with materials and processes

This subject cannot be picked if
you also pick either Graphics or
Textiles.

Content Covered
Project 1– Nature and Natural Forms. Pupils will use Natural forms as starting points for their
work. They will study a wide variety of different artists. Pupils will work in different medias such as
Paint, Clay and Collage. Work will be presented in sketchbooks and independent final pieces.

Project 2– Pupils will choose from a range of starting points and work in a media of their choice.
Examples of topic starting points are– Identity, Landscape, Food, Close Up.

GCSE Art does not have a theory exam. It has a practical externally set task.
searching on the internet and studying from books is essential for GCSE Art.
Books and magazines

Re-

•On individual artists
•On Art movements
Galleries and websites -The Tate Galleries The National Gallery, The National portrait
gallery Research artists online and follow links, Pinterest

I’ve really enjoyed Art GCSE as it is something I enjoy doing. Jennifer N, Year 10.

Future Progression
A Levels
Fine Art , Photography, Textile
Design
BTEC Art and Design.
Careers involve creative design,
professional artists, fashion
designers, illustrators, film story
board illustrator, designer,
photographer

GCSE Photography
GCSE Graphic Communication
Course Overview
Photography students will learn a range of practical camera skills, studio lighting techniques
and digital editing techniques, while exploring a variety of traditional and contemporary
Photographers.

Course Overview
Structure of the course:
*60% Unit 1 - Portfolio of work = Two—Three Coursework projects
*40% Unit 2 – Externally set task.

Exam Board
AQA GCSE Graphic Communication

Pupils select one question set by the exam board. Pupils have 10 weeks preparation
work and 10 hours to complete their final piece.
During year 10 pupils will complete project one which will focus on skill building and
the development of ideas , techniques and processes. Learning how to develop
critical thinking and working for a target market.
Pupils will:
- Use a wide variety of media and techniques such as drawing, digital editing on
photoshop, painting, mixed media and using drawing tablets.
- Develop and refine ideas
- Experiment with materials and processes
- Study different designers styles, techniques and intentions.

This subject cannot be picked if
you have also picked either Fine
Art or Textiles.

Project 2– Package design - Students will look at package design and how it fits into every day life,
students will then be given the task of designing a product. They must come up with a marketing
plan, a company name and what it will look like using digital skills and photoshop.
Project 3– Illustration— Students will look at a range of Illustrators and develop skills and
processes used. They will choose a story or poem and illustrate it in the style of the artist. They will
focus on layout and composition and how text works alongside or with image.

Recommend support material and reading
GCSE Graphic Communication does not have a theory exam. It has a practical externally set task.
Researching on the internet and studying from books is essential for GCSE Graphic
Communication.
Books and magazines

•On individual designers
•Research the different themes
•Find imagery and visuals that inspire you.

Students will learn:
•Practical camera functions and skills
•A range of digital and manual editing techniques
•Presentation and display of work

Year 11:
‘Urban and Rural Landscapes’ - Line & angles, Mood & atmosphere workshop, Visual research and

Recommend support material and reading
Future Progression
A Levels
Fine Art , Photography, Textile
Design, Graphic Design

Exam Board
AQA GCSE

Content Covered
Year 10:
‘Natural Forms and Light’ - Slow shutter speed, Bokek, Macro, Fisheye, Shapes & Pattern edits
‘Identity and Portraiture’ - Studio lighting, fashion photography, Portrait editing, Experimental
editing, Final piece development

Content Covered
Project 1– Logo design—Students will look at already existing logos and processes used to make
them. Looking at specific designers and working in their style digitally. They will then be given a
design brief to follow, to design a logo for a company, with specifications they must follow.

Structure of the course:
*60% Unit 1-Portfolio of work= Three Coursework projects
*40% Unit 2 –Externally set task. Pupils select one question set by the exam board. Pupils
have 10 weeks preparation work and 10 hours to complete their final piece

GCSE Photography does not have a theory exam. It has a practical externally set task. Researching
on the internet and studying from books is essential for GCSE Photography.
Books and magazines
On individual photographers
On photography techniques
Galleries and websites -Research photographers online and follow links, Pinterest

Future Progression
Students will be able to go on to study
Photography or another creative A
Level, BTEC art and design course and
the skills learnt in their GCSE course
will apply to further higher education
studies, e.g. creative and media based
university courses. Students will have
created a portfolio of work which can
be used when applying for courses
post GCSEs.

BTEC Art and Design
Future career ideas: advertising,
animator, creative director, game
artist, illustrator, UX designer,
Urban designer, concept artist.

I chose Graphic Design because
it's all about creativity, Leonor G,
Year 10.

I really enjoy photography; it’s relaxed and leaves you with a responsibility which is quite nice. Melody K, Year 10.

GCSE Textiles

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition

Course Overview/ Structure of the course:

Course Overview

*60% Unit 1-Portfolio of work = Two Coursework projects

Structure of the course:
Exam: Paper 1: Food Preparation and Nutrition (50%)
Non- Exam Assessment (NEA): Task 1: Food investigation (15%) written report.
Non-Exam Assessment (NEA) Task 2: Food preparation assessment (35%) written
portfolio.

*40% Unit 2 –Externally set task.
Pupils select one question set by the exam board. Pupils have 10 weeks preparation work
and 10 hours to complete their final piece
Students will pursue an individual coursework project which will provide the opportunity to
demonstrate knowledge, designing and making skills to produce quality textile outcomes.
Course work will be presented within a sketchbook. Coursework will take the form of
practical samples to demonstrate a range of skills.

Food Preparation and Nutrition is a practical and creative course, which focusses on
giving students the necessary understanding of how and when to use different food
preparation skills to achieve a range of different outcomes and subject knowledge to
provide the foundation for the coursework and final examination in Year 11.

Through a series of workshops, students are introduced to a variety of textile artists,
techniques and media; drawing, weaving, fabric paint and dying, free machine embroidery,
applique, embellishment, felting and quilting. Through research students will explore textile
art styles and techniques making personal responses that reflect the work of the artists
studied.
Through research students will explore textile art styles and techniques making personal
responses that reflect the work of the artists studied.
Through research students will explore textile art styles and techniques making personal
responses that reflect the work of the artists studied.

Content Covered
Project 1– Natural Forms. Pupils will use Natural forms as starting points for their work. They will
study a wide variety of different textile artists and techniques.

Exam Board

Students will build upon prior learning from key stage 3 food lessons, in particular the
subject content of cooking and nutrition. Students will also further develop their
practical skills allowing them to feel confident in achieving complex dishes for their
final food preparation task (NEA 2).

AQA

This subject cannot be picked if
you have chosen either Fine Art
or Graphics.

Content Covered
1.Food, nutrition and health – Macro Nutrients, Micro Nutrients, Nutritional Needs
and Health.

2.Food science – Cooking of food, Heat Transfer and the Functional and Chemical
Properties of Food.

Project 2– Architectural Details. Pupils will work with print and stitch to create mixed media
architecturally inspired textile art.

Recommend support material and reading
GCSE Art Textiles does not have a theory exam. We have a range of textile books that students
can access.
Students are encouraged to look at books and magazines on individual artists and textile
techniques.

3.Food safety – Food Spoilage, Contamination and the Principles of Food Safety.
Textiles- This is because I have
been able to learn different
skills that we haven’t done in
previous years by researching
people who use those
techniques in their own work.
Lydia P, Year 11.

Future Progression
(What can pupils go on to study post-16?)
A Level Art Textiles, A Level or BTEC Textiles and Fashion, BA Hons Degree in Textile Design, A hons Degree in fashion marketing
Future career suggestions include: clothing technologist, fashion designer, conservator, product design, retail purchaser, stylist, and visual
merchandiser.

4.Food choice – Factors affecting Food Choice, British and International Cuisines,
Sensory Evaluation, Food Labelling and Marketing
Food provenance – Environmental Impact and Sustainability of Food, Food Pro-

Recommend support material and reading
Developing your understanding on the functions of ingredients can be achieved through reading
many cookery books . Further to this, watching tv material such as The Great British Bake off,
Master Chef will allow you develop your culinary skills from a more practical source.
The AQA food Preparation and Nutrition revision guide is a great tool to support and guide you
through the GCSE.

Exam Board
AQA GCSE Food Preparation and
Nutrition.

Future Progression
This GCSE will help you progress
into college, university and
employment.
Courses such as catering and
hospitality, Sports and nutrition
or even into an apprenticeship
within the catering and hospitality
section.
I really like Food Prep and
Nutrition because we are
cooking more advanced menus
than we did in previous years.

GCSE Media Studies

GCSE Music

Course Overview

Course Overview

GCSE Media Studies is a varied and interesting course which offers something for
everyone with an interest in the wide-ranging world of media. Through studying a
very broad range of set products, students learn to become media-literate, a key
life-skill in our media-saturated world, and develop their analytical, creative and
technical creative skills, which feed into other school subjects such as English, Art
and ICT. They also develop a strong foundation of media theories, which form an
essential basis for further study of the subject.
The course is examined in 3 sections:
Component 1 Exploring the Media — written examination worth 35%
Component 2 Understanding Media Forms and Products — written examination
worth 35%
Component 3 Non-exam assessment (NEA) - independent production work worth
30%

Composition (30%)
•A Free Composition. (In Year 10)
•A Composition to a set brief . (In Year 11)
Performance (30%)
•A Solo Performance (Recording day in January 2022)
•An Ensemble Performance. (Recording day in January 2023)
Listening and Appraising Music (40%)
1 hour 30 minute music exam.

Exam Board
Eduqas (the English NOT the Welsh
WJEC version)

Content Covered
We study a broad and varied range of media products including:
Print advertising
Magazine covers
Film posters
Video games
Radio
Newspapers
Music videos
TV crime drama

Future Progression
A level Media Studies: on offer here at
LPA, and by other local providers
Level 2/3 Media apprenticeship:
through local employers and providers
Undergraduate Degree in Media or
Film Studies, Game Design,
Photography and other related subjects
Career in journalism, TV/film
production and promotion, game
design, teaching, lecturing.

In Year 11, students also create their own media product from a chosen brief: either a TV extract, a
website, a DVD cover and poster, a magazine cover and article or a music video.

Recommend support material and reading
WJEC / Eduqas GCSE Media Studies textbook, from Illuminate Publishing —school provides these
for classwork but students may want to buy one online
WJEC / Eduqas GCSE Media Studies Revision Guide, by Hayley Sheard, from Illuminate Publishing
—these revision guides are NOT provided by school and are definitely worth buying for independent learning and revision. They are available online. ISBN: 9781911208112

I have enjoyed media studies as it
gives me a new idea for what I
like doing and what I would like
to do for a career in the future.
Lillie J, Year 10.

The Set works in the listening and appraising are:
Mozart Clarinet Concerto in A major, K. 622, 3rd movement, Rondo.
Paul Simon: Graceland album – the following tracks:

•Graceland
•Diamonds on the Soles of Her Shoes

Content Covered

Exam Board
AQA GCSE Music (8271)

The Listening and Appraising Exam includes questions on set works as well as unfamiliar pieces.
Pupils must be able to listen attentively to unfamiliar music from all four areas of study to identify
and accurately describe musical elements, musical contexts and use musical language (including
staff notation)

Future Progression

There are four areas of study are:

Level 3 Music Qualifications

Western classical tradition 1650-1910, Popular Music, Traditional Music and Western Classical
Tradition since 1910
Pupils will study music theory and how to use Sibelius to score their compositions.

Future careers can lead to
professional musicians, music
producers and engineers. Sound
engineers and performances.

Recommend support material and reading

I enjoy doing music because I can
understand the different types of
music. AJ, Year 10.

GCSE Music AQA Complete Revision & Practice (with Audio CD) - for the Grade 9-1 Course by CGP
Books
The shared area will be kept up to date with support and guidance. Revision materials will be given
out throughout the course.
Rhinegold also publish an AQA study guide for the GCSE Music course.
BBC Bitesize offers some support for Music GCSE https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/
zfwv7nb

A Level Music

GCSE Religious Studies

GCSE Drama

Course Overview

Course Overview
Component 1: Understanding Drama (40%)
•Exam Paper sat at the end of the two years.
•1hours 45mins worth 80marks
- Section A: Theatre Roles & Responsibilities
- Section B: The Crucible
- Section C: Live Theatre

Component 1A Beliefs, Teachings and Practices - Christianity 25%
1 Hour paper- 63 marks

Component 1B Beliefs, Teachings and Practices - Buddhism 25%
1 Hour paper- 63 marks

Component 2: Devising (40%)
•Devised performance (20marks)
•Coursework about the process (60marks)

Component 3: Text in Practice (20%)
•Study a new script
•Performance of two extracts from the same play, 40marks
•Contrasting play to the set text in Component 1

Content Covered

Component 2- Philosophy and Ethics -50%
Relationships and families.
The existence of God
Peace and conflict
Dialogue between religious and non-religious beliefs and attitudes.
2 hour paper- 126 marks

Exam Board
Content Covered

Component 2:This is a practical component in which students are assessed on their ability to
create and develop ideas to communicate meaning for theatrical performance, apply theatrical
skills to realise artistic intentions in live performance and analyse and evaluate their own work.
Component 3: This component is a practical component in which students are assessed on their
ability to apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live performance .

Future Progression
A Level Drama and Theatre Studies

Recommend support material and reading
•Watch a range of live theatre
•BBC Bitesize offers support for Drama GCSE
•The Crucible Play Guide for AQA GCSE Drama
•Grade 9-1 GCSE Drama Play Guide - The Crucible. CGP GCSE Drama 9-1 Revision)
Drama has helped me develop skills I'd never thought I'd need, how to interact and
how to use my acting techniques properly. Sienna W , Year 10

OCR J625- GCSE 9-1

AQA GCSE Drama 8261

Component 1: This component is a written exam in which students are assessed on their
knowledge and understanding of how drama and theatre is developed and performed. They will
practically explore their set text (The Crucible) and on their ability to analyse and evaluate the live
theatre work of others, which they will see throughout the two years.

Level 3 Drama, Theatre and
Performing Arts Qualifications.
Future careers include set designers
for theatre, TV or film, theatre
productions, performing, acting,
directing.

Exam Board

Year 10
Relationships and families
Beliefs and teachings in Christianity
Peace and conflict
The existence of God
Year 11
Dialogue between religious and non-religious beliefs and attitudes.
Beliefs and teachings in Buddhism
Buddhist Practices
Christian practices

Recommend support material and reading
My Revision Notes OCR GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies– L Abbott
OCR GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies (OCR GCSE Religious)- L Abbott

Future Progression
This GCSE can lead to a variety of A
Levels including Philosophy and Ethics
or career paths in any of the following:

•Law
•Medicine
•Education
•Police
•Counselling
•Youth work
•Journalism

GCSE Sociology

BTEC Travel & Tourism
Course Overview

Course Overview
•

Sociology is the study of how society is organised and how we experience life.

•

It has been taught in British universities since the very beginning of the twentieth
century where sociologists do research into major social issues such as poverty and
crime

•

As a GCSE Sociology student you will study lots of interesting issues and topics such
families, education, the media, crime and deviance and carry out research projects
involving interviewing people and observations etc.

•

You would also watch documentaries, analyse news reports, work on computers,
discuss important issues with your friends and hopefully go on a few trips.

The travel and tourism sector is the UK’s third largest employer and one of the fastest growing sectors in the world, employing almost 300 millions people and also contributes over
10% of the world’s GDP.
The BTEC Tech Award in Travel and Tourism is for learners who want to acquire sectorspecific applied knowledge through vocational contexts by studying the aims, products and
services of different travel and tourism organisations, their use of consumer technologies,
the features of tourist destinations, how organisations meet customer needs and preferences, and the influences on global travel and tourism.
The qualification enables learners to develop their transferable skills, such as researching,
planning, and making decisions and judgements.

Content Covered
Year 10
Paper 1: Studying Society: Education, Families, Sociological Theories and Research Methods
Year 11
Paper 2: Crime and Deviance, Stratification
Students will be expected to draw on knowledge and understanding of the entire course of study
to show a deeper understanding of these topics on both papers:

Exam Board
AQA

Content Covered

GCSE Sociology

C1—Travel and Tourism Organisations and Destinations: Learners will investigate travel and tourism organisations in the UK, their ownership, aims, key products and services, and how they work
together.
C2—Customer Needs in Travel and Tourism: Learners will investigate how organisations use market research to identify travel and tourism trends and identify customer needs and preferences.
They will apply their understanding by exploring how specific needs are met by organisations
C3—Influences on Global Travel and Tourism: Learners will explore the different factors that may
influence global travel and tourism, and how travel and tourism organisations and destinations
respond to these factors. Learners will examine the potential impacts of tourism at global destinations and how

8192

Future Progression

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

This GCSE can lead to a variety of A
Levels including Sociology or career
paths in any of the following:

AQA GCSE 9-1 Sociology All-in-One Complete Revision and Practice: Ideal for home learning, 2022
and 2023 exams (Collins GCSE Grade 9-1 Revision) Paperback – 25 Aug. 2017

I find Sociology a really fun and interesting subject; it tackles different topics such as
crime, education, sexism, etc and makes me look at the world in a different perspective.
It’s one of my favourite subjects and gives people a lot of independence in researching
and producing primary information. Lily W, Year 10.

Pearson EDEXCEL BTEC Teach Award

Future Progression

The format for both exams is the same:

Recommend support material and reading

Exam Board

•Teacher (all subjects)
•Police officer
•Nurse/Doctor/Midwife
•Health professional
•Marketing
•Social Worker
•Counsellor
•Journalist
•Lawyer
•Criminologist
•Psychologist
•Public Relations
•Human Resources
•Prison Officer
•University researcher/lecturer
•Community/youth worker

Student’s will be prepared to study a
vocational qualification at Level 3,
such as a BTEC National in Travel
and Tourism, which prepares learners
to enter employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to higher education by studying a degree in the tourism sector.

Component 2 –this is the examined part of the course and includes the Global factors that have an

Recommend support material and reading
BTEC Tech Award (2022) Travel and Tourism ActiveBook—available to all students in and outside
of class. As well as this students have in class physical textbooks and other travel and tourism literature.
For the exam all the subject content will be available from the class notes, and time will be given
for revision material preparation .

My favourite is travel and tourism
because you get to learn about all
the other places in the world and
you get to learn all different types
of things to do with the place you
are studying. Alisa W, Year 10

BTEC Tech Award in Sport

GCSE Physical Education
Course Overview

Course Overview

GCSE PE is suitable for pupils that have gained at least a band 5 in Physical
Education at Key Stage 3.

Structure of the course:
The course consists of three units:
1. Preparing to take part in sport and physical activity
2. Taking part and improving other participants sporting performance
3. Developing fitness to improve other participants performance in sport and physical activity

Theory — 60% on two written exam papers.
Paper 1—Anatomy & Physiology, Movement Analysis and Training (30%)
Paper 2— Socio-cultural factors, Sports Psychology, Health & Well-being (30%)
Some of the questions are for 1 – 2 marks, whereas others are for 6 marks. Pupils will have 2
hours a week in a classroom (3 hours in Year 11)
Practical — 30% of the final grade is based on the assessment of three practical activities.
Pupils can offer sports that they compete in to a high level outside of school, alongside those
that we offer through our broad and balanced curriculum. The nature of the course requires
the pupil to have good practical skills and strengths in at least 2 different sporting areas.
Pupils that represent the school in a variety of sports are more suited to this course. Pupils
will have to offer at least one team and one individual sport.
Analysing and Evaluating Performance (AEP) - 10% of the final grade. Pupils will undertake
an AEP in one of their selected activities. They are required to demonstrate their ability to
analyse and evaluate their own practical performance, or that of a peer, in order to analyse
aspects of personal performance. They will evaluate the strength and weaknesses of the
performance. They will also produce an action plan which aims to improve the quality and
effectiveness of the performance.

Exam Board
GCSE PE is with the OCR exam board.
Milestone assessments will occur
throughout the two years and will be
graded as a GCSE to monitor
progress. After each major unit,
pupils will complete an exam paper
collated from previous papers.

This subject cannot be picked if
you have already chosen First in
Sport (BTEC).

Content Covered
Pupils will start the course looking at healthy, active lifestyle. This covers different aspects such as;
reasons for taking part in Physical Education, factors that make a champion, diet, nutrition and
many more. As the course progresses pupils will focus on aspects of fitness training, anatomy and
physiology (including the skeletal, muscular, cardiovascular and respiratory systems and
biomechanics of movement). Pupils also explore the ways the body moves through axis and planes
during biomechanics of movement.
During the first two terms of Year 11, pupils will complete their Analysis of Performance (AEP)
coursework. The rest of the course will focus of paper 2, centring around sports psychology,

Recommend support material and reading
Pupils should purchase the OCR GCSE Physical Education book. It is called OCR GCSE (9-1) PE by
John Honeybourne. ISBN10 1471851729
Extra support and information can be found at http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-physicaleducation-j587-from-2016/

The first two units are assessed theoretically and practically through assignment based tasks
which are worth 30% of final grade.
This is a new qualification issued by the exam board and replaces the Level 1/2 BTEC First in
Sport Course previously taught.

Content Covered

Exam Board
Pearson

 Preparing to take part in sport and physical activity
• Learners will use knowledge acquired to select suitable physical activities for the case study

•
•

provided
Learners will use knowledge acquired to select and discuss how technology would affect
provision for the case study person
Learners demonstrate practical delivery, communication and planning by producing a warm
up plan and demonstration of the warm up .

This subject cannot be picked if
you have already chosen GCSE
PE.

2. Taking part and improving other participants sporting performance
• Understand how different components of fitness are used in different physical activities
• Practically demonstrate sports skills in a given scenario.
• Demonstrate one skill with written response .

Future Progression
Pupils will go to sixth form to study
either an A level in Physical Education
or BTEC Level 3 course. Both courses
will support applications to university
or into the sport and leisure industry.
Career prospects include being a
sports teacher, physiotherapist,
sports coach / consultant, diet and
fitness instructor and a personal
trainer.

3. Developing fitness to improve other participants performance in sport and physical activity
• Exam based

Future Progression
BTEC Level 3 First in Sport
A-Level Physical Education

Recommend support material and reading
Any related sports or lifestyle web sites, such as:
www.bbc.co.uk/sport
National Governing Bodies such as:
www.badmintonengland.co.uk
Pearson Revise BTEC First in Sport Revision Guide

Career prospects include being a
sports teacher, physiotherapist,
sports coach/ consultant, diet and
fitness instructor and a personal
trainer.

GCSE Computer Science

GCSE Business
Course Overview

Course Overview

Theme 1 concentrates on the key business concepts, issues and skills involved in starting
and running a small business. It provides a framework for students to explore core concepts
through the lens of an entrepreneur setting up a business.
In this theme, students will be introduced to local and national business contexts and will
develop an understanding of how these contexts impact business behaviour and decisions.

Computer Science is comprised of six comprehensive topic areas, assessed through two
exam papers. One of these is a written paper focused on computational thinking, data,
computers, networks, and issues and impact of computing in the world today. The other is a
practical onscreen assessment, which focuses on the ability to analyse and solve problems
by designing, writing, testing and refining programs written in the Python programming
language.

Theme 2 examines how a business develops beyond the start-up phase. It focuses on the
key business concepts, issues and decisions used to grow a business, with emphasis on
aspects of marketing, operations, finance and human resources. Theme 2 also considers the
impact of the wider world on the decisions a business makes as it grows.
In this theme, students will be introduced to national and global business contexts and will
develop an understanding of how these contexts impact business behaviour and decisions.

The qualification’s combination of written and practical elements balances theory and
practical application, providing students with a rounded experience of Computer Science.
A successful student on the course requires a passion for computers and especially
programming and a strong mathematical ability.

Assessment
Theme 1 —written examination 1 hour and 45 minutes—worth 50% of the qualification.

Exam Board

Theme 2 —written examination 1 hour and 45 minutes—worth 50% of the qualification.

Edexcel
GCSE Business (9—1)

Content Covered
Theme 1 content
Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship
Topic 1.2 Spotting a business opportunity
Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into practice
Topic 1.4 Making the business effective
Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences on business
Theme 2 content
Topic 2.1 Growing the business
Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions
Topic 2.3 Making operational decisions
Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions
Topic 2.5 Making human resource decisions

Recommend support material and reading
Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Business Revision Guide and Workbook –
ISBN 9781292190716 and ISBN 9781292190709.
These can be purchased as a pair through ParentPay with a discount.
Edexcel 9-1 GCSE Business Target 9-6 Revision Handbook
ISBN 9781999632106. This can be purchased through ParentPay.

Future Progression
TPAT Sixth Form studies can continue
with:
A level Business
A level Economics
CTEC Business Level 3
Possible careers include accountancy,
finance, banking, Economist, Financial
officer, Insurance broker, sales and
marketing, government and politics,
pensions, stockbroking and
consultancy.

“Business is great as you
learn about how a
business functions and
interacts with
consumers —always ever
-changing“, Rich, Year 10

Content Covered
Topic 1: Computational thinking – understanding of what algorithms are, what they are used for
and how they work; ability to follow, amend and write algorithms; ability to construct truth tables.
Topic 2: Data – understanding of binary, data representation, data storage and compression.
Topic 3: Computers – understanding of hardware and software components of computer systems
and characteristics of programming languages.
Topic 4: Networks – understanding of computer networks and network security.
Topic 5: Issues and impact – awareness of emerging trends in computing technologies, and the
impact of computing on individuals, society and the environment, including ethical, legal and
ownership issues.
Topic 6: Problem solving with programming - understanding what algorithms are, what they are
used for and how they work in relation to creating programs

Recommend support material and reading
Edexcel GCSE Computer Science Revision Guide and Workbook (Available on Parent Pay)
Craig'n'Dave YouTube EDEXCEL Video Playlists

I have really enjoyed Computer Science because I enjoy learning about different
computer components. Claire G, Year 10.

Exam Board
EDEXCEL

Future Progression
A-Level Computer Science
Cambridge Technical in Information
Technology
Career opportunities exist in game
design, cyber security, IT consultant,
software engineering, systems
analysts, UX designers, IT sales,
network engineers and telecoms.

CNAT IT

CNAT Creative iMedia
Course Overview

Course Overview

This qualification will encourage independence, creativity and awareness of the digital
media sector.

The Cambridge Nationals in IT will inspire and equip pupils with the confidence to use skills
that are relevant to the IT sector and more widely. It covers the use of IT in the digital world,
Cyber Security, Internet of Things (IoT), Data Manipulation, Human-Computer Interaction
(HCI) and Augmented Reality (AR).

The Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia will inspire and equip students with the
confidence to use skills that are relevant to the digital media sector and more widely. They’ll
design, plan, create and review digital media products to meet client and target audience
demands. Through the use of these skills, learners will ultimately be creating fit-for-purpose
creative media products.

This course will help pupils develop independence and confidence in using skills that would
be relevant to the IT sector. The qualification will also help to develop learning and skills
that can be used in other life and work situations, such as designing and creating solutions
for a given purpose, problem solving, use of planning techniques and selecting the best
tools and techniques for a given scenario.

The Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia will also challenge all learners, including high
attaining learners, by introducing them to demanding material and techniques; encouraging
independence and creativity and providing tasks that engage with the most taxing aspects
of the National Curriculum.
This qualification consists of three units. R093 is assessed through a 1 1/2 hour written exam
paper, the other two, R094 and R097 are coursework units completed on the computer and
allow pupils to showcase their digital skills using a range of software applications.

Furthermore pupils will think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically
while developing knowledge of the impacts of digital technologies on individuals,
organisations and the wider society.

Exam Board
OCR

Content Covered
R093 Creative iMedia in the Media Industry: Pupils will learn about the sectors, products and job
roles that form the media industry, the legal and ethical issues considered and the processes used
to plan and create digital media products. They will also learn how media products convey
meaning, create impact and engage audiences.
R094 Visual Identity and Digital Graphics: Pupils will learn how to develop visual identities for
clients. They will also learn to apply the concepts of graphic design to create original digital
graphics which incorporate their visual identity to engage a target audience.
R097 Interactive Digital Media: Pupils will learn to design and create interactive digital media
products for chosen platforms. They will learn to select, edit and repurpose multimedia content of
different kinds and create the structure and interactive elements necessary for an effective user
experience.

Recommend support material and reading
Cambridge National Level 1/Level 2 in Creative iMedia (J834): Second Edition by Kevin Wells, Sarah
McAtominey et al
My Revision Notes: OCR Level 1/Level 2 Cambridge National in Creative iMedia: Second Edition by
Kevin Wells

This qualification consists of three units. R050 is assessed through a 1 1/2 hour written exam
paper, the other two (R060 and R070) are coursework units completed on the computer
and allow pupils to demonstrate their information technology capability through developing
solutions to given problems using software applications.

Exam Board
OCR

Content Covered

Future Progression
Pupils who have studied this course
can progress onto the L3 Cambridge
Technical qualifications in
Information Technology or Digital
Media.

R050 IT in the Digital World: Pupils will learn the use of data and testing in different contexts when
creating IT solutions or products. They will understand the uses of Internet of Things and its use in
everyday life, cyber security and laws related to the use of IT systems, and the different types of
digital communications software, devices, and distribution channels.
R060 Data Manipulation Using Spreadsheets: Pupils will learn the skills to be able to plan and
design a spreadsheet solution to meet client requirements. They will be able to use a range of tools
and techniques to create a spreadsheet solution based on their design, which they will test.
R070 Using Augmented Reality to Present Information: Pupils will learn the purpose, use and
types of augmented reality (AR) in different contexts and how they are used on different digital
devices. They will develop the skills to be able to design, create, test and review an AR model
prototype, using a range of tools and techniques.

Recommend support material and reading
Cambridge National Level 1/Level 2 in IT (J836): Second Edition by Maureen Everett, Sonia Stuart,
et al
Cambridge National in IT Student Book with Digital Access by David Atkinson-Beaumont, Alan
Jarvis et al

Future Progression
Pupils who have studied this course
can progress onto the L3 Cambridge
Technical qualification in Information
Technology.

