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Thank you to Emily Kingston for this edition’s artwork. 
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The 6th form had a very interest-
ing day in Stratford Upon Avon 
visiting places important to their 
study of Shakespeare.  They par-
ticularly enjoyed experiencing a 
lesson in Shakespeare’s actual class-
room and learning to use quills.   

6th Form Visit to Stratford 
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Year 7 Reviews of this year’s Christmas Fest 

LPA Xmas Fest A Big Success! 
Lydiard Park Academy had an extended lunch to raise money for 
charity. The stalls were: How many doughnuts can you eat in 30 
seconds? (7B2), How many jelly beans are there?, What’s the weight 
of the cake?, How many sprinkles are on the cake? and Secret San-
ta candy canes. My favourite stall that I went on was ‘How many 
doughnuts can you eat in 30 seconds. I only managed half a dough-
nut.  Written by Ryan Parker  
 

Today was the day of the Christmas fest. There was so much to do 
including ‘How many doughnuts can you eat in 30 seconds?’, There 
was so much to do, even the teachers could get involved by playing 
netball against the 6th formers. The most doughnuts eaten in 30 
seconds was 3 and we made £45.50. It was 50p a go and a bunch 
of people came. There was even a chance to win a whole cake just 
for guessing how many sprinkles was on it. You could guess how 
many sweets were in a jar or you could just buy one. There was also 
live music playing. It was great fun.         Written by Isabelle Morris  
 

Today was fun. We got to wear what we wanted which is good be-
cause we get to express ourselves. I also went and watched a netball 
match, 6th formers against teachers. It was very popular and really 
busy. I really enjoyed. Written by Emma Fisher  
LPA Fest is great! It is an amazing idea and helps to raise money 
for charity. At LPA Fest there were lots of different stalls like how 
many doughnuts can you eat in 30 seconds? (7B2), cake stalls and 
Secret Santa candy canes. They also had a netball match teachers v 
6th formers.                                          Written by Liam Keith  
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***Sixth Form USA trip 2019*** 
Over the past decade Lydiard Park Academy has offered students the chance 
to experience a trip of a lifetime to the United States of America. This year 
the best trip yet took place, incorporating visits to New York, Philadelphia 
and Washington DC. On Thanksgiving Day, Thursday 28th November, 44 stu-
dents and 5 staff flew from London to New York for the start of a 6 day trip. 
7 hours, 2 inflight meals, at least 2 full length films and plenty of computer 
games played later we arrived at JFK.  
 

Three nights staying in New York consisted of visits to the Empire State 
Building, the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, United Nations and of course 
absolutely plenty of walking around Manhattan. Times Square never failed to 
impress and students took the time to do some important sale shopping.  

 

 

 

Over 100,000 steps later and the trip moved by coach to Washing-
ton DC, via the city of Philadelphia where students were immersed 
in the history of the country.  
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A trip to see Liberty Bell and Independence Hall meant everyone could 
jump out of the rain for a while. So far the trip had been cold but dry 
so one day of rain was expected.  
 

The fifth and sixth day of the trip was based in the capital, Washington 
DC. Two days exploring the sights, including the White House Visitor 
Centre, outside views of the building itself (however we missed President 
Trump who happened to be in the UK) and much more exploring sights 
regularly seen in the Hollywood movies.  
 

 

The trip was enjoyed by all and 
some much deserved sleep on the 
flight home was needed. 
 

The next trip planning has al-
ready begun….. 
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Celebrating Success 
Year 7 rugby boys Swindon cup and 
tournament champions  
 

Year 8 rugby boys Swindon cup and 
tournament champions  
 

Year 9 rugby boys Swindon tournament 
champions  
 

 

Swindon Team Cross Country qualifiers. 
 

Sophie Leonard 

Millie Hodge  
Romey Dart 
Lavinia Rai 
Tyler Gardiner  
Finn Skittrall  
Sam Rai 
Tommy Helliwell  
Max Grey  
 

 

Congratulations everybody 
 

 

 

 

Wootton Bassett 
Me and my team went to Wootton Bas-
sett Rugby finals. It was great fun be-
cause we won 35 – 10. After, we had 
snacks and being the best team in 
Swindon I was very happy.   

By Taeyon Rose (Year 7) 

Heading for The Madejski  

Our girls recently took part in 
the EFL football tournament 
hosted by Swindon Town FC. 
and won the whole tourna-
ment. They are through to the 
next round in January which 
will be held at Reading’s 
Madejski stadium..  One win 
away from Wembley 
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 LPA Careers  
So what's been happening since September? 

Many pupils from LPA have been able to take  

advantage of the following activities during term 1 and term 2, with lots more 
to follow……. 

 Career talks from local business, 

 Royal Navy presentation 

 Year 11—13 dedicated PSHE programme 

 Year 9 PSHE programme linked to option choices 

 Visits to local businesses such as Arval, Vets4Pets and 
Vodafone 

 Trip to SkillsLondon 2019 

 LPA’s first ever Careers Fair year 7—year 13 

 Bank of England talk to Y12-Year13 
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There has been a lot happening over the last few terms in Lan-
guages. In late September, we celebrated languages week with 
some tutor quizzes, Japanese Club and a Spanish café. All that at-
tended the Café had fun learning some new Spanish vocabulary 
and sampling some interesting new Spanish food.  

 

Late in term 1, students in year 7 and year 8 took part in a 
showcase of their speaking skills as part of a focus at LPA to give a 
bigger opportunity for good work to be praised and encourage 
good work in an area of languages learning that can be difficult 
for some students to feel a lot of confidence.   

 

Thank you to all students and staff who participated  

 

THE MFL TEAM 
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Year 8 enjoyed an end of term reward trip to the 
link centre. Nathan Pickett particularly enjoyed 
bouncing and Kyra Spicer was very pleased to be 

ice skating on a school day. 

Well done Year 8! 

Photos by Mrs Clarke 
 



 

D of E Silver Expedition July 2019  

In July twelve year 10 students put on their boots and rucksacks to 
take on the challenge of walking from Dulverton to Minehead via Exford 
and Porlock – a total of almost 30 miles across Exmoor. They carried 
all their own food, camping equipment and personal items to support 
their three day/two night trek to qualify for the Silver DofE expedition 
section. Energy and enthusiasm were in abundance as the group navi-
gated across open moorland, through woods and along the north Som-
erset coast. The first day took them over Tarr Steps, a mediaeval stone 
clapper bridge that legend says is where the devil used to sunbathe! On 
the middle day they passed Dunkery Beacon, the highest point on Ex-
moor. For the final leg of the route the South-West coast path led them 
along the cliff top with the Welsh coast just visible across the Bristol 
Channel. 

Resilience, determination, cheerfulness and team spirit were in abun-
dance; at the campsites they showed their maturity and we had various 
conversations from democracy to future career plans. Thank you from 
Mr Harding and Mrs Colley for a fantastic successful few days. 
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***LPA visit Vodafone HQ*** 
On Tuesday 10th December, 40 students from  years 10, 12 and 13 visited the 
Vodafone HQ near Newbury for an 'Insight Day'. 

The day consisted of a short challenge in the morning working as a team to 
make the tallest tower; out of spaghetti and marshmallows! A member of the 
Cyber Security team came to talk Careers and the work they do for Vodafone. 
Then a tour of the large site before lunch. 

After a lunch supplied by Vodafone, students took part in a challenge. This in-
volved having to come up with the next best idea in technology that Vodafone 
could create to help make all our life's easier. 

We thank the staff at Vodafone who gave up their precious time to help support 
us through the day. 

Well done to all the students involved.                                           Mr Jones      
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***LPA Young Entrepreneurs kick off with great re-
sults*** 

This year the Business department have launched a Young Enter-
prise team, consisting of eleven year 10 GCSE Business students.  
Mr Day, who is coordinating the Young Enterprise programme 
said, "We want to excite young people about the future; to learn 
about life beyond the classroom. We believe that the best way to 
learn essential life skills like money management and entrepre-
neurship is by putting them into practice".  
The team have created 'Cotswold Crafts'; creating bespoke plaques 
and signs which can be hung up in homes and offices. 
On 13th December the team took part in the annual trade fair 
which was held at Nationwide Building Society Headquarters. The 
team were highly successful, having secured orders from Nation-
wide staff during their lunch break. A profit of £120 was calcu-
lated from this three hour event alone.  
The business continues next calendar year so watch out for more 
updates on how the team progress. 
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Deadline for  the next edition is 31st 
March 2020 so send in all your photos, 
reviews and ideas to keep this magazine 

fun and fresh. 

***Dragon's Den @ LPA*** 
 

LPA hosted a Bright Sparks event welcoming Year 5 students 
from Tregoze, Brook Field and Hazelwood to take part in a 
Dragon’s Den workshop, which will see teams develop a snack 
bar to pitch to our LPA Dragon’s. 
 

We look forward to welcoming them back in January with 
their finished products so watch this space.  
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Humanities Mentors and year 7 students. 

The displays based on World War II and Greece are now complete and on 
show for everyone to admire.  

Some very interesting work was produced by all.  Work included independ-
ent research about their chosen topics and even some poetry. Well done eve-
ryone! 

             

    

       

 

This excellent project was the outcome of a collaboration between 
Sixth form and year 7 sudents.  Those who took part from Year 
7 were: Penny Tweddell, Charley Pennock, Lola Mae Weston, 
Aimee Brocks, Jagan Gill and Tamieka Gilpin – worked closely 
with  
Year 12 pupils Peter Hartley, Kiran Anand, Jessica Frost, Kacpar 
Wozniak and Shailen Marshall. 
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STEM Club  

This year I am very pleased to welcome our new STEM Ambassadors, Lucy K, 
Ashmeet B, Dylan CW, Millie P, Leo FA, Kyle M, Dylan K, Izzy R, Lajeema L and 
Jasmine J. They are a group of year 11 and 12 students who will work towards 
their INVOLVE awards through Villiers Park by organising and presenting a wide 
range of STEM activities throughout the academic year.  

During November, our fantastic Ambassadors planned and delivered an escape 
room themed STEM activity, as well as organising for a guest speaker to come in 
and talk about how their career relates to STEM subjects.  

The STEM escape room event took place over four science classrooms, whereby 
each room had a challenging activity based upon science, technology, engineering 
and maths. KS3 students worked in groups to crack the code in each room in or-
der to escape and move on to the next. This event was oversubscribed with the 
most students ever signing up to a STEM activity! It was great fun and our win-
ning group went away with some delicious treats. Well done to the winners!      

We were lucky enough to welcome our November guest speaker, Warrant Officer 
Steve Moore from the RAF. He delivered an inspiring and very informative talk on 
how RAF careers relate to STEM, as well as careers that are available and the 
qualifications needed. Students who attended were fascinated by this and many 
went away considering RAF careers.  

Invitation: 

Join us after Christmas for more STEM activities and guest speakers. Our next 
session will be on Tuesday 21st January where we will welcome a Civil Engineer to 
talk about the careers available, including the qualifications needed, the perks and 
where civil engineering can take you.  
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Media Studies  
students visit the 

Harry Potter  
Experience 



 

Thank you for reading . 

Look out for our next issue in April 2020. 

If you want to get involved or have a good idea 
for a story, please get in touch with Mr Dobbs or 

Ms Perkins. 

LPA EXTRA 


